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The rise of virtual autism in kids

Exgecss News Service

KOCHI: In recent years, a conceming phenomenon Know

nas ‘virtual

autism’ has emerged, characterised by certain obsesvations in children who

spend an excess

¢ amount of time in front of screens

It §s crucial to clarify that virtual autism ks not a diagnosis ke Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) but rather a term encompassing symptoms that
resemble ASD. Although not scientifically proven, there is growing concein

about how overexposure to screens would impact children's vision,

behaviour and communication, especially in those under the age of thiee

As screens have become an integral past of daily life, we often use them as a
means to pacity children during vanious activities such as eating, travelling,
ot exercising which inadvertently invite the risk of virtual autism. Also, with
the onset of the Covid pandemic, there has been a noticeable increase In
cases where children oxhibit symptoms akin to autism.
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'Understanding ergonomics a must to
work more comfortably and efficiently’
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Understanding ergonomics can belp you work more comfortably and
efficiently, reduce the risk of injuries, and even lmprove vour overall
health, an expert In occupational therapy sald here on Friday.

Dr Shashi Oberoi, comvenor of All India Occupational Therapésts
Association (AIOTA) Ergonomics Inspection Comenittee, made the
remarks during an interaction at the 615t Annual National Conference of
AIOTA-Kochi,

Impeoper use of fumiture often leads to various ergonomic issues such
25 poot body mechanics, placing undue stress on our muscles, nerves,
tendons, ligaments, and joints. Repetitive movements, awkoward
postures, and prolonged exposure to these conditions can contribute to
soft tissue discgders. These disceders Indude everything from spealns of
the muscles to long-term problems with the spine and the museulo-
skeletal system,
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Free paediatric disability
screening, parental training

All India Dccupational Therapy Association and
Kerala Oceupational Therapy Association will
jointly organise ‘Chiraku, a comprehensive
programme offering free assessment of physical
and mental growth of children along with
educational sessions for parents and teachers.
The event is scheduled for January 19, 20, and 21
at Gokulam Park, Kaloor, in partnership with the
National Institute of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation, Irinjalakuda. The event coincides
with the 615t Annual National Conference of All
India Occupational Therapists Association, saysa
press release here, For registration, contact
BEARS42TS and BUZIRS218E.
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Therapy session for
children: All-India Occu-
pational Therapy Associ-
ation and Kerala Occupa-
tional Therapy Association
is jointly organizing ‘Chira-
ku', a comprehensive
programme offering free
assessments of physical
and mental growth for
children along with educa-
tional sessions for parents
and teachers, at Gokulam
Park, Kaloor, from January
19 to 21.
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Occupational therapy session

Kochi: The Kerala Occupational Therapy Association, in
association with the All-India Occupational Therapy
Association, will organise ‘Chiraku,’ a three-day free
assessment of physical and mental health of children, at
Gokulam Park in Kaloor. The programme will be held from
January 19 to 21 and there will be educational sessions for
parents and teachers. Children participating in ‘Chiraku” will
undergo evaluations by pediatricians, occupational
therapists, speech therapists, psychologists, physiothera-
pists and special educators. Expert-led classes will cover
topics such as autism, hyperactivity and leaming disabilities.
Experienced professionals will conduct training programmes
to empower caregivers and teachers, including individualised
counselling for parents, Additionally, children identified as
requiring further intervention will receive complimentary
services from an occupational therapist for a year. For
registration, contact 8848542174 before January 10.
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Occupational therapists’
meet from tomorrow

The 61* annual national conference of All India
Occupational Therapists Association will be held
from January 19 to 21 at Gokulam Park Hotel at
Kaloor. The theme of the programme is
‘Occupations and occupational science: creating
‘magic’ in occupational therapy’, according to
the organisers. Around 1,000 participants from
15 countries are expected to attend the meet.
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Occupational
therapists’ meet

The 61st annual national
conference of All India
Occupational Therapists'
Association, OTICON 2024,
will be held in Kochi from
Friday to Sunday.
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- United News of India

India’s Multi Lingual News Agency
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all-india-conference-of-occupational-therapists’-association-
from-jan-19-to-21 News in Hindi -1 News Headlines Found

All India conference of Occupational Therapists’ Association
from Jan 19 to 21

Kochi, Jan 13 (UNI) The Kerala Oocupational Therapists' Association announces

OTICOM 2024, the 61st Annual Mational Conference of All India Occupational
Therapists Association (AIOTA),
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#APN NEWS
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OTICON 2o024: 61st Annual National Conference of
All India Occupational Therapists Association-to
be held from Jan 19th to 21st

Pubdished on Jenmary 13, 2024

Enscumaky OTIOON e, thi Sqsl Annnk] MNascnal
Coaference of All India Dormpebional Themepists
Amyristion [AITTA) The svent io scheduled 8o take place
frpen Jumnaey oER s 2ol Doay, iE Ooleelam Pack Hotel =
Falsar.

This year'y Eheme. “Oorupstioss: and Ooropeticaal Scenoe:
Creating Mgk i Oooepetons] Therapy, " pellects the
commitment of the toalerence 3o sxgiore The lafes]
mnerations, Sechmalogpiss, Srategion, and soloticas m
Oxrupatioasl Therpy. The conferenoe vwhich will have
1000~ participiats from 15~ Groatries o to provide a platlerm for ressarchens and prectiticoens bo share knoviledpe
s evperiences dmectly.

1n colisboration with the abional instote of Physicel Medicoe snd Rehabiltstion (XIFMB), trinjalainda. and
Yaticosl [astibote of Spesch end Wearteg (5TSH) the comference will feature Thirskn' — Free Pedistric Disabilisy
Screenizy aad Parental Tradning. This compeehensioe program todedes free wsesesiests of phirvical asd seatal
groveth for chikeen. couepled with sdwcational sesmions for pezenty and t=achers.

This sll-spoompassasy profrum morponetes comphimentar: asecements B specificall: tarped e worres vorosd by
paremlspaasdiars regeding the phirsical mepial, pxd bebardore] well-Seing of their children.

OTIONN 202y is o flagship event by A00TA amd s sef fo be Be largest and mest significant Donpatos] Theraps
gatheriog. The coaference will offer an ecoellest oppostanity for attendee 1o leaim S indusisyr experti and
professiozals. The three-day progrem will imcluds soentific seper preseniabons by searky 85 torTied speakers. aloog
with almast 30 ressarch papers and posier peesentations by shadents,

SOTIO0N has histomically been o transfoomative event. W are dedighted to beet OTIO0N 202y o Kemls pfer tem pears
The sta rrenl Bad o Apssickst mpect, beding to B itreduction of sctupatiosad thevapy counes fos the Bowl S in
¥erals in insdfiutions ke ¥atonal Ensffinis of Speech and Hearing and Xaticnal Instibate of Fhysical Medcine and
Fehabeisatiom. 1t also parved the sy for eorziting cocupatiosal therapisty in porvemment peodecs pmd servies,” said
e, fosepl Seamy, Previden) of the Kerals Oscupations] Therapiity” Asiocation.

Q
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All India Conference Of Occupational Therapists’ Association From Jan
18To 21

(32 fan 14, 2004 . e 20 _

The Kerala Occupational Therapitsts' Assoclation anmounces OTICON 2024 the 415t Annual National
Corference of All Indla Ocoupatioral Therapists Assoclation (AJOTA). The event |s scheduled to take place from
Janaary 19th to 21st, 2024, at Gokutam Park Hoted In Kaloor, This year's thesme, "Occupations and Occupational
Schence: Creating "Magic” in Occupastionsl Theesoy! refiacts the commitment of the conferance to explore the
latest innovations, technoliogies, strategies, and sobutions in Occupations Theragy, Tha conferance which will
have 1000+ participants from 15+ countries aims 1o provide a platiorm for researchers and practitioners to
share knowledge and experiences directly. In collaboration with the Natlonal Institute of Physical Medicine and
Rehabiftation (NIPMR), krinfalaluda, and National Institute of Speech and Hearing INISH) the conderence will
feature ‘Ohiralas’ « Free Pediatric Disatility Screening and Parectal Training.

This compretmnsive promram inchudes free sssedaments of physicel and mental growth for children, coupled
with educational sessions 10f parents and teachers. This AlhenCompassing POOGram INCorporates Complimentary
RESRSSMANts £ spacifically target the worries voiced Dy parents puardians regarding the physical, mental, and
berandoral well-being of their children. OTICON 2024 ks 2 flagship event by AJOTA and & set to be the largest
and most signiicant Occupational Therapy gathering. The conference will offer an exxellent opportunity for
attendess 10 learn from Industry experts and profiessionals, The three-clay program will inchade scientific pages
presentations by neacty 15 invited speakers, along with dmodt 30 research papers and poster presentations Dy
studants, “OTICON has histodically been a transformative event. We are defigheed 10 host OTICON 2024 in
Karala after ten years. The 2013 event had a significant impact. sading to the introduction of occupational
theragy courses for the first time In Kerala o Institutions ke National Institute of Speech and Hearing and
National Institute of Physical Medicine and Rebabilitation
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Publication: News Experts

Link: https://www.newsexperts.in/oticon-2024-61st-annual-national-conference-of-all-india-
occupational-therapists-association/
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OTICON 2024: 61st Annual National Conference of
All India Occupational Therapists Association
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OTICON 2024 to be held in Kochi from Jan 19 to 21




KOCTA g:ﬂ';—_@—ﬂ f RCETR

ol i o s i @ B ek

Publication: Travel 4 Kerala

Link: https://travel.4kerala.in/oticon-2024-61st-annual-national-conference-of-all-india-occupational-
therapists-association-to-be-held-from-jan-19th-to-21st/

qi ".ﬂ,[ﬂ. Hain Mome Home Business Events  Hohels & Fisghts  Post Your Listing -

OTICON 2024: 61st Annual
Mational Conference of All
India Occupational
Therapists Association-to be
held from Jan 19th to 21st

Byaodmis [T Mdwaiy DR G @

The Kevrgly Qeiupariongl Thevopiih” Atacsiotion gnngunces OTIOON
2034, the &8 Arrasgd Notional Confprence of A [ndi Decupational
Tharapists Apsciation (AIOTAY The event in scheduled ro toke place Trom
Jowrssary 19th to s, 3004, on Gokubam Pork Hosed in Haloos

Thes year's Hheme, "Quooupostions ond Docupahongt Soence: Creaf;mg
‘HMogic’ i Doouposthiongl Theropy,” reflects tha commitoent of the
canlerencs 16 sxplane mhe Stei! Fndvationd, Meohnclogeil, L1raneg i,
el dolutieead im Oecupotmnsl Theogry, TRe confidancs which will hove
1000 parripenti drom 15+ esunitien Gird 16 pravede a plariorm fae
riiinrsEcl orsd piagtilicrdrd Pa dhore krevwibdge ang sxpariensad

geecty
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PELIKKEN
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OTICON 2024: 61st Annual National
Conference of All India Occupational
Therapists Association-to be held from Jan
19th to 21st.

Kook, Jemuary 128, 2024 The Neorwis Cocupetons Therapany Assocuton somounces OTICOMN 1004

1he 4 131 Avnss! Nhong Confererce of AF indhg Croupaiong Theraomts Assccaton (AMOTE) The

SV B CheOUE 10 tabe phace Yo Jeowaary 1988 30 2ot A ot Cohtary Park hosel o Saloo
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Link: https://www.metrovaartha.com/business/oticon-2024-61st-national-conference-of-all-india-
occupational-therapists-association-in-kochi
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Publication: Times Kerala

Link: https://timeskerala.com/Kerala/oticon-2024-the-61st-national-conference-of-the-all-

india/cid13300173.htm
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Publication: Eye Media News
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Publication: Kerala Sabdam

Link: https://www.keralasabdam.in/news/61st-national-conference-of-all-india-occupational-
therapists-association-in-kochi/
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Publication: City Voice Online
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Publication: Jagratha Live
Link: https://jagratha.live/all-india-occupational-therapist/?amp=1
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Publication: Anweshanam

Link: https://anweshanam.com/local-news/ernakulam/oticon-2024-61st-national-conference-of-the-all-
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Link: https://www.businessonlive.com/freezone/85178
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Publication: City Voice
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Kochi Hosts OTICON-2024, India’s Prime Occupational Therapy
Conference.
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Publication: The Hindu

Issue: January 20, 2024

Page no: 03

Edition: Kochi

SR

THE HINDU

Occupational therapists’
meet commences

The Hinduo Bureau
ECHI

The &ist annual national
conference of All India Oc-
cupational Therapists As-
sociation (AIOTA) organ-
ised by the Kerala
Oocupational  Therapists”
Association was ofhcially
inaugurated by Cyriac Jo-
seph, former judge of the
Supreme Court of India,

here on Friday.

‘Chirakw’, a free pacdia-
tric disability screening
and parental training pro-
gramme hebd as part of the
conference, was imaugurat-
ed by Uma Thomas, MLA.
Around 1,000 participants
are attending the three-day
event. The theme of the
conference is ‘Occupations
and occupational sciences
creating magic in oocupa-
thonal therapy”, according
b0 & Communication.
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Edition: Kochi
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Kochi Hosts OTICON-2024, India's Prime

Occupational Therapy Conference

Publihed on Jannsry 30, 2024
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Kochi Hosts OTICON-2024,
India’s Prime Occupational
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OTICON-2024 Stages Session on Al & Assistive Technology
Applications in Occupational Therapy
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OTICON-2024 Stages Session on Al & Assistive
Technology Applications in Occupational Therapy
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From Paralysis to Nationwide Influence: The Remarkable
Survival Story of Dr. T V Velayudhan
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From Paralysis to Nationwide Influence: The
Remarkable Survival Story of Dr. T V Velayadhan

Publnhed on Aaouary 23, $od4
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siadian. Hi peck was sirock fsroefully by the ilegming whee] tpen impact, aoking & enees sesral Sjirsaind
pambsis.

Afier pnmediaie sargesy at Birks 1ospatsl in Kolkets bo remorve zerve blocksges. Dr. Velarodhes was left completely
pambyzed on bis right side pad partialy paratyzed on bis lefe. Om the 182 day, be was Sowa home bn 2 specially
arrasgid Might. Badsiddes snd diskeartened he pemuined immabile for neach’ g5 dea, Heswrns, with the sid 24
phrsiotherep: and osooipational theragey, be pradusll regained mobilis and hegan 1o move egain.

“Afer receiving peimary brestmends in bospdials, most socident victims soospt their phrsica] impairments a1 2
permanent pasi of their life, The sre cfien unpware of the benefits of phrtherspy ard cocupationat therspr, wohich
e i pritieantly slleviats their peobsheera, ° aeys D Velnyudhan,
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mobility. Just beo days of inacttvity cas leave him tmmobide oo the third day, makeng it a challenging taak ko pet moving
agnin. Thankfally, working with an Coonpebora] Thera pist has badped bim beeg bis musdes sctire pnd mobite,
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recalln B he vt completely depeadent co Stlers for his daih peeds for ten months after his dscident. Haweer,
Ehroagh the right treatmest path, be was gle to regain b independence and refom b0 b nocmad life, Dr. Vel udian
s a proeninent Sgure in the medical field in Kerele and has belid positions sch s Addtonal Drirector of Staée Health
Servioes and AddSSticnal Project Derector of the ARDS Comtl Society. Moar, ke i o significant contribtubor to varioms:
HWATESSTS FOTSTRIR.
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Government Urged to Act Swiftly: Disability State Commissioner
Calls for Statutory Council in Occupational Therapy
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‘Need toset upa statutory council
foroccupational therapyinstate’

Kochi: S H Panchapakesan, State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities in Kerala, emphasised
the urgent need to set up a statutory council for
occupational therapy in the state. He was
speaking at the OTICON-2024 conference in Kochi
on Sunday. “The absence of a council leads to a
significant gap in ensuring the quality of
occupational therapy service. It is high time the
government should focus on creating a council
under the National Commission for Allied and
Healthcare Professionals Act 2021," he said.
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Government Urged to Act Swiftly: Disability State
Commissioner Calls for Statutory Council in
Occupational Therapy
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Disability State Commissioner Calls for
Statutory Council in Occupational Therapy
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DAY 3

OTICON 2024 Draws to an End, Marking the Conclusion of
India's Prominent Occupational Therapy Gathering
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